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SHOP
from A1

Deal-seekers plot
routes to success
Quirino and his 16-year-old

brother led a crowd of more than
400 as they dashed into the store
when the doors opened at 9 p.m. .
They were the first two in line, but
to ensure their success they had re-
peatedly gone over a map of the
store and their route to the sea-
sonal department.
About 40 minutes later, the

brothers carted out their tree.
Similar controlled commotion oc-

curred at the Target store in May-
field Heights, where more than 600
waited for the store to open.
Dr. Dre headphones, a crockpot

and DVDs were a stronger draw for
Karen Young than her husband
cooking the family’s Thanksgiving
turkey. The 43-year-old Bedford res-
ident had been in line since 4:30
p.m., which put her at the front.
“Shopping on Thanksgiving is

great, people have time to eat and
shop,” she said. But she was feeling
a little guilty that she missed
Thanksgiving with her family. Her
husband said it was ridiculous she
was out shopping, she said.
“He said I should be cooking,”

she joked.
The shopper behind Young,

Sarah DiGeronimo, 43, of Kirtland,
was looking for DVDs and a televi-
sion. She said she sees how shop-
ping on Thanksgiving could become
a necessity for people looking for
bargains to savemoney, like her.
“I feel sorry our culture has

moved to this point . . . but we’re all
kind of sheep,” she said.
An hour earlier at Eastgate

Shopping Center plaza, hundreds
waited in line for the doors to
open at the Toys R Us.
Shannon Thomas-Ziemnik was

enjoying the warm weather, and
she had no guilt about shopping
on Thanksgiving Day.
“My husband’s happy,” said

the 32-year-old Lyndhurst
mother, who was shopping for
her two daughters. “He doesn’t
have to do it.”
There didn’t seem to be a

sheepish shopper in the line,
which held more than 150 people
40 minutes before the scheduled
8 p.m. opening.
At 7:45 p.m., employees sere-

naded the crowd by singing the
Toys R Us theme song. Shortly
afterwards, a Mayfield Heights
police car drove by and an-
nounced over the loudspeaker,

“Folks, they are going to be let-
ting you in 50 at a time. Don’t
push.”
Doors opened up four minutes

early, and waves of 50 entered,
every two minutes.
A store employee at the door

said, “Grab a cart. Have fun. Be
safe.”
Within 15 minutes, the check-

out line at the electronics section
was more than 50 deep.
At 8:15, there were more than

800 people in the store.
Nearly three hours earlier,

shoppers discussed strategy out-
side the Target store at Steelyard
Commons in Cleveland.
The mother-son team of Alex

Wylie and James Timmings held
the coveted first spot. They drove
from Broadview Heights and
wanted to score a Gateway lap-
top for him, cheap pillows for
her.
“We do this every year,” said

Wylie, 46. “We think this store
gives us the best possible chance
and the least amount of crazy.”
Another two-person team —

Becky Sptka and Jarred Thomp-
son — were figuring out how to
quickly cover different parts of
the sprawling store to get an
Xbox 360 package for her sister-
in-law and various games for her
nephews.
“He’s my runner,” explained

Sptka, 28, from Cleveland.
Thompson, 27, laughed at the
idea, adding, “I’m the boyfriend.
So I have to be here.”
Kreigh Spahr was bargain-

crazy enough to start his Thanks-
giving holiday outside the Will-
oughby Big Lots! store.
The 57-year-old program man-

ager for Cuyahoga Community
College’s truck driver training
academy and his wife, Bobbi,
were among about two dozen at
6:55 a.m. outside the store.
(Most said they showed up early
to take advantage of the store’s
deep discounts on furniture.)
“We’re doing some Christmas

shopping for the grandchildren,
so we’re looking for MP3 players,
tablets, small electronics,” said
Spahr. “With 11 grandkids, you
can’t miss the sales,” added
Bobbi, who endured on crutches
just five weeks after hip surgery.
The Euclid couple started their

shopping at 6 a.m. at the Mentor
Kmart, which was the first major
retailer to open on Thanksgiving,
a day that until last year had
been pretty much solely devoted
to family, food and watching
football and parades.
They planned on a 5 p.m.

Thanksgiving dinner and Bobbi
added, “One nice thing about be-
ing up so early is that you won’t
miss starting the turkey.”
Across Northeast Ohio, shop-

pers overcame their holiday guilt
and turned out in modest crowds
to grab deals on toys and
electronics and stretch their holi-
day dollars. Most said they had
planned their shopping around
family get-togethers, so it wasn’t
a big deal. But many expressed
sympathy for the store employ-
ees who had to be there to wait
on them.
“I feel bad for them,” said

Randy Johnson of Painesville as
he left the Mentor Kmart about 8
a.m., when the number of em-
ployees appeared to match the
number of shoppers. But crowds

were growing as Johnson pushed
a cart full of Christmas tree deco-
rations and a large not-to-be-
named toy for his son.
“I hope they make lots of

money,” he added.
Some stores — like electronic

giant Best Buy, and department
stores Macy’s and Kohl’s were set
to open at 12:01 this morning.
But they offered their Black Fri-
day deals online earlier.
Instead of long lines, people

shopping for Black Friday deals
on Thanksgiving Day faced the
equivalent of a digital crowd, the
dreaded “timed out” message
that pops up on web browsers
when too many shoppers are hit-
ting a store’s servers and transac-
tions aren’t processed.
What a headache.
The cellphone company Sprint

didn’t open its stores Thursday,
but at 12:01 a.m. it began taking
orders for its Black Friday deals,
including the popular Samsung
Galaxy S III with a Black Friday
price of $49.99 — down from the
regular price of $199.99 with a
two-year contract. And for the
stores that did open Thursday,
shoppers were greeted by prices
for many toys and electronics
that were up to half off.
Back at the Willoughby Big

Lots!, Jim Brothag said the pros-
pect of saving money brought
him out before the sun. He was
looking to buy a 60-inch oak fire-
place that his wife had been eye-
ing in the store a few days
earlier.
The trip saved them hundreds.
“We’re just here for one thing,”

said Brothag, 59, of Willoughby.
“We’ll be home by sunrise.”

On fiscal cliff’s edge,
lobbyists, trade groups
try to limit damage
Stephen Ohlemacher
AssociatedPress

Washington — The election
may be over, but a new cam-
paign is being waged in the na-
tion’s capital as lobbyists, advo-
cates and trade groups fight to
shape the government’s re-
sponse to the looming fiscal
cliff.
It’s a twist on the usual lobby-

ing effort: Instead of digging for
more tax dollars, they’re trying
to protect what they’ve got.
The tactics are familiar to vot-

ers who were swamped with TV
commercials, newspaper ads
and mailers in the frenzied
months before Election Day.
But this time, the effort is di-
rected at politicians, not so
much the public.
What do these groups want?
In this climate, lobbyists and

advocacy groups are mainly try-
ing to control the damage as
Congress and the White House
look to raise taxes and cut
spending in an attempt to slow
down the government’s mush-
rooming debt. In other words:
Don’t raise my taxes and don’t
cut spending on programs I
like.
At the same time, cheerlead-

ers for fiscal austerity, including
members of President Barack
Obama’s own deficit commis-
sion, are lobbying him and Con-
gress to cut deficits. In 2010,
the commission proposed a
plan that mixed tax increases
and spending cuts to reduce
government borrowing by al-
most $4 trillion over the next
decade.
Obama largely ignored that

plan. Now, the two co-chairmen
of the commission, Democrat
Erskine Bowles and Republican
Alan Simpson, have formed a
group called Fix the Debt that is
running newspaper ads that
mimic popular advertising cam-
paigns. One ad features a pic-
ture of a female runner and the
catch phrase, “Just fix it.” An-
other is a picture of a woman
with a milk mustache and the
slogan, “Got debt?”
“Even the best advertising in

the world can’t fix the debt,”
says the ad. “But together we
can. Let’s get to work.”
Come January, the nation

faces a massive combination of
automatic tax increases and
across-the-board spending cuts
that have come be known as the
“fiscal cliff” because allowing
this scenario to play out would
probably send the economy
back into recession, according
to government economists.
Lawmakers and the White

House are working in a poste-
lection session of Congress to
reduce the sudden jolt of higher
taxes and spending cuts and lay
a framework for addressing the
nation’s long-term financial
problems. But the two political
parties are struggling to find
common ground, especially on
taxes and widely popular bene-
fit programs such as Social Se-
curity and Medicare.
Obama wants to let tax rates

rise for wealthy families while
sparing middle- and low-in-
come taxpayers. Some Republi-
can leaders, including House
Speaker John Boehner of Ohio,
have said they are willing to
consider making the wealthy
pay more by reducing their tax
breaks. But most Republicans in
Congress adamantly oppose
raising tax rates.
If the wealthy are going to

put out more tax money one

way or another, it may not mat-
ter much whether they do so by
paying a higher rate or by see-
ing their tax shelters shrink. But
most of those tax breaks have
some broader policy purpose
behind them. In Washington,
lobbyists are paid handsomely
to focus on seemingly small de-
tails like that and lawmakers
are perfectly capable of getting
tied in knots over them.
Advocates for older people

are warning the negotiators to
keep their hands off Social Se-
curity, Medicare and Medicaid.
“We didn’t put out the resources
that we did to elect the presi-
dent and others to have them
turn around and cut these pro-
grams,” said Eric Kingson, co-
director of the Strengthen So-
cial Security Coalition, a group
of more than 300 advocacy
groups and labor unions.
The defense industry is fight-

ing against spending cuts that
would bite weapons makers.
The National Association of
Manufacturers warns that 1
million private-sector jobs could
be lost if pending cuts to de-
fense spending go through.
Companies that make med-

ical devices are trying to stop
new taxes on their products un-
der the new health care law.
The Charitable Giving Coalition
warns that benevolent dona-
tions will suffer if they’re no
longer tax deductible.
A coalition of medical re-

search groups called Research!
America is trying to cut through
the noise with stark ads lik-
ening spending cuts to poison:
“WARNING: Washington poli-
tics just might kill you.”
Many advocacy groups are

pressing their cases directly. La-
bor leaders and several business
CEOs met Obama at the White
House last week, while mayors
came to Capitol Hill to make a
case to lawmakers against cut-
ting aid to cities.
“Cities have already been at

the fiscal cliff — we’ve cut our
budgets, we’ve cut our staffs,”
said Philadelphia Mayor Mi-
chael Nutter, president of the
U.S. Conference of Mayors. “We
recognize that tough decisions
have to be made, but at the
same time we have to make sure
that we have a seat at the table.
As some say in Philadelphia, if
you’re not at the table, you’re on
the menu.”
That’s a familiar refrain — al-

most everyone acknowledges
that money has to be cut, no
one wants it to be theirs.
Advocates for the oil and gas

industry say they fully expect
the tax breaks they enjoy to be
on the table. After all, Obama
has been targeting them for
years. So, unlike other years
when their lobbyists might seek
to improve the industry’s hand,
the more modest goal this year
is to minimize the damage.
“We’re certainly not asking

for anything on Capitol Hill,”
said Brian Johnson, senior tax
adviser for the American Petro-
leum Institute.
Really?
The institute has started an

ad campaign aimed at senators
from seven states — all of them
up for re-election in 2014. One
is Sen. Mark Warner, Democrat
of Virginia.
“Sen. Mark Warner can make

energy a big part of improving
our economy,” says a TV com-
mercial. “He can choose eco-
nomic growth and American
jobs, not slow them with job-
killing energy taxes.”
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Deep discounts on toys, electronics and othermerchandise drew holiday shoppers on
Thanksgiving, like this woman at the Toys RUs store in North Olmsted.

TRASH
from A1

Cleveland weighs ways
of dealing with waste
Around that time, city officials

met with Peter Tien, the president
of New Jersey-based Princeton En-
vironmental Group, which held the
exclusive U.S. license to the gasifi-
cation technology produced by Kin-
sei Sangyo Co. of Japan.
Tien described an environ-

mentally friendly system of super-
heating and vaporizing com-
pressed-garbage pellets, which
would lend sustainability to CPP’s
energy portfolio while reducing
trash volume and landfill costs by
millions of dollars a year.
The waste-to-energy plant, which

would cost a projected $180million
to build, would create more than
120 jobs and a new revenue source
for the city, Tien promised. The ex-
cess pellets and recyclables could be
sold. Even the ash byproduct could
be turned into decorative bricks,
Tien said.
In 2010, after the City Council’s

approval, the city entered into a
$1.5 million no-bid agreement with

Tien, which required him to design
the facility and prepare the city’s
application to obtain an air emis-
sions permit from the Ohio EPA.
Tien would be paid only after the
permit was granted.
During a public comment period

on the permit application, residents
sounded alarms about potentially
harmful air emissions, including
lead and mercury, among other
toxic elements. Jackson’s adminis-
trators said the emissions can be
prevented by removing harmful
substances beforehand.
Tien, however, was fired in

March after city officials said sev-
eral drafts of his reports were laden
with errors and ambiguous calcula-
tions of the proposed plant’s poten-
tial revenue. Environmentalists and
council members said they hoped
his dismissal marked the death of
the gasification proposal.
But less than two weeks later,

Henderson, Public Utilities Director
Barry Withers and Ken Silliman,
Jackson’s chief of staff, returned to
the council and asked for permis-
sion to spend $200,000 to hire a
new consultant. They said the city
planned to reopen the request for
informal proposals to include any
waste management or conversion
technologies that, until then, had

been squeezed out of consideration
when the city put its faith in Tien.
The council approved the ex-

pense, and the revised request for
information and qualifications is-
sued in April gave interested parties
until July 31 to respondwith ideas.
Environmentalists and oppo-

nents argued that the request con-
tinued to push Henderson’s agenda
for electricity generation, rather
than open the door to less-polluting
wastemanagement alternatives.
But Silliman said in an interview

Wednesday that the mayor has as-
sembled a committee to work with
the consultant and review the re-
sponses — and Henderson will not
be a part of that process.
“I’m not saying that down the

road we won’t call him to the ta-
ble,” Silliman said. “That may oc-
cur. But this is being driven by the
mayor’s office — not by CPP. It’s
broader in scope. We are open to
any and all solutions that dealmore
sustainably with our waste stream.
That does not necessarily mean
waste-to-energy must be a compo-
nent.”
Silliman said neither he nor the

other members of the mayor’s com-
mittee have seen any of the submis-
sions and will wait until the con-
sulting firm, Gershman, Brickner &

Britton, has reviewed them first.
The handful of submissions

that diverge from gasification
systems include ideas for porta-
ble recycling machines to process
construction and demolition
waste, compost sites that harness
methane gas to use for energy
generation and a recycled-paper
mill.
City Councilman Brian Cum-

mins sa id in an interv iew
Wednesday that he believes the
administration is sincere in its
desire to find a more sustainable
waste management strategy. But
he predicted that a large-scale
waste-to-energy project will
never win approval among resi-
dents and council members in
Cleveland, where money already
is stretched thin.
City administrators “have

spent too much time, money and
effort on consultants and chasing
expensive emerging technolo-
gies,” Cummins said. “Hopefully
this next phase will address com-
mon sense and feasible solutions
to reduce waste, increase recycl-
ables and deal environmentally
with organic wastes.”

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
latassi@plaind.com, 216-999-4549

It’s Mexico and that’s enough for CalderonHOME ALONE

Randal C. Archibold
NewYorkTimes

Mex i co C i t y — With just
more than a week left in office, the
president of Mexico has offered
perhaps the boldest proposal of his
six-year tenure. He wants Mexico
to just be “Mexico.”
The formal name of the country

is Estados Unidos Mexicanos, of-
ten translated as “United Mexican
States” or “United States of Mex-
ico.”
It’s the “Estados Unidos” that

nags at President Felipe de Jesus
Calderon Hinojosa (called just
“Lipe” by some), and he wants it
out once and for all. It happens to
be the Spanish name of the big
neighbor up north, and that is no
accident.
Mexico was christened with the

longer formal name in the early
19th century after independence
from Spain, inspired by the demo-
cratic exemplar next door. Other
names considered at the time,

noted Calderon, a fan of history,
were Mexican Empire and Repub-
lic of Mexico (“Mexico” is derived
from the Nahuatl word for the re-
gion).
Now it is time, he said, for Mex-

ico to step out of the U.S. shadow,
at least in name.
“Mexico does not need a name

that emulates another country and
that none of us Mexicans use every
day,” he said Thursday at a morn-
ing announcement at the presiden-
tial residence. “Mexico is the name
that corresponds to the essence of
our nation. Pardon the expression,
but the name of Mexico is Mexico.”
Making it so, however, will take

a constitutional change.
With Calderon leaving office

Dec. 1, the prospects seemed un-
certain; his office did not respond
to questions on why he proposed
the shift only now.
Associates have said he is look-

ing for work in the United States
after he leaves office, but Calderon
is not known to particularly love

the country and never shies from

using it as a political whipping boy.

He chose to make his announce-

ment as the United States of Amer-

ica celebrated Thanksgiving Day.

Still, it is not an entirely new

idea. Such a name change has been

proposed occasionally in the past

but without getting very far.

“With so many real problems in

this country, I don’t think that it

matters,” said Enrique Krauze, a

leading historian and political

analyst. “No one ever calls Mexico

anything other thanMexico.”

Opposition lawmakers, too,

shrugged at the idea, with some

viewing it as the early onset of Cal-

deron’s post-presidency blues.

“He is not prepared to leave

power,” said Iris Vianey Mendoza,
a senator with the leftist Party of
the Democratic Revolution. “The
problem is not that our name emu-
lates that of the American govern-
ment but that we don’t fight our
subordinate relationship to it.”
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A house sits in themiddle of a newly built road inWenling city in east China’s Zhejiang province
Thursday. The house belongs to an elderlymanwho refused to sign an agreement to allow his
house to be demolished by the authorities, so the roadwas built around it.


